
 
 

 
New South Wales / ACT  has over 600 Parks and Reserves, 
as well as beaches, historic towns and outback areas. Conservation 
Volunteers programs generally take place away from cities like 
Sydney and volunteers can choose from Conservation Volunteers’ 
Regional Offices in Bathurst, Canberra (Australia’s capital city), 
Newcastle or Wollongong as their starting point.  
 
Start from  CVA’s office in Sydney  or choose to travel direct to any 
of CVA’s regional offices in Bathurst , Canberra  or Newcastle . 
 
Examples of projects in New South Wales / ACT  include: 
 
·  Planting trees in locations like Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve as part of the ongoing recovery for wildlife and 

habitats following the 2003 bushfires 
·  Nattai National Park is surrounded by spectacular sandstone cliffs and is virtually an untouched wilderness 

area. Our projects help to improve the biodiversity around the Park, including planting, weed removal, seed 
collection. Some projects also include rock wallaby surveys and fencing activities.  

·  Nobbys Beach is an icon of Newcastle and much loved – it’s a great location to spot dolphins frolicking in 
the waves. Our teams are helping to remove introduced weeds (Bitou Bush) and re-plant natives to enhance 
habitat.  

·  The Blue Mountains National Park is a World Heritage Area, and volunteers help on a number of walking 
track and trail projects 

 
Victoria  is Australia’s second-smallest State, packed with great landscapes 
including beaches, mountains and stunning national parks and reserves and just an 
hour from Sydney by plane. Projects in Melbourne take place in urban areas as well 
as the immediate city surrounds, and volunteers may be transferred on arrival to 
one of Conservation Volunteers’ Regional Offices in Bendigo or Geelong. Bendigo  
is an impressive Victorian city in the region where gold was discovered more than 
150 years ago, while Geelong marks the start of the Great Ocean Road region, 
Australia’s most spectacular stretch of coastal scenery. 
 
Start  from CVA’s office in Melbourne  or choose to travel direct to CVA’s regional offices in Bendigo  or Geelong . 
 
Examples of projects in Victoria  include: 
 
·  The Melbourne Wildlife Sanctuary Habitat Enhancement Program aims to re-introduce native mammals, 

including bandicoots and dunnarts – this project helps to increase the quality of the habitat through tree 
planting, weed control, exclusion fencing and walking track maintenance. It’s also a good place to spot 
some kangaroos! 

·   'The Island' is a steep, narrow, lava-capped ridge at the junction of Myrniong Creek and the Werribee River, 
and lies within the Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion. CVA is undertaking a long term project to restore this 
degraded land and turn it into a haven for wildlife. 

·  The Otway National Park represents all that is special about the Otways: tall wet forests, ancient rainforests, 
drier forests of the inland slopes and the very diverse heathlands and woodlands, all fringed by a 
spectacularly rugged coastline and studded with some of Victoria’s most striking waterfalls and other 



attractions. The Great Ocean Walk is a significant track building and maintenance program through this 
beautiful area.  

·  The Grampians National Park offers the chance to protect and enhance biodiversity values through setting 
up fauna surveys, weed control and walking track maintenance work.  

·  Volunteers will also be involved for the coming years in bushfire recovery projects after the devastating fires 
of 2009. 

 
Tasmania  is Australia’s only island state, just an hour’s flight south of 
Melbourne or 90 minutes from Sydney, across Bass Strait and south of 
the 40th parallel. With a population of less than 500,000, forty per cent of 
Tasmania is protected as national parks and reserves – including 1.38 
million hectares of wilderness which make up the Tasmanian World 
Heritage Area.  For those looking to avoid too much heat when 
volunteering, the average summer temperature is a comfortable 21°C 
(70°F), while winter’s average is a mild 12°C (52° F).  Fabulous beaches 
and historic towns and villages, combined with Tasmania’s artistic and 
cultural leanings, make Tasmania an ideal choice for a conservation 
program. 

 
Start  from CVA’s offices in Hobart  or Launceston . 
 
Examples of projects in Tasmania  include: 
 
·  Musselroe Bay & Tomahawk Conservation Areas offer spectacular views along the coastline of north-east 

Tasmania and provide the perfect backdrop Conservation Volunteers. Projects include vegetation surveys, 
track building and maintenance projects and beach clean ups. 

·  ‘Cascade’, South Hobart - this terrific area of bushland at the foothills of Mt Wellington is a focus site for 
CVA volunteers. We’re building an extensive walking track and completing a survey of the existing flora and 
fauna. 

·  Nawrantapu National Park – located among coastal sand dunes along the shores of Bass Strait, this 
National Park has a high concentration of flora and fauna, with the chance to see wombats and echidnas! 
Projects typically include maintenance of a wetland area and creek restoration.  

·  Launceston has many bushland reserves including the iconic Cataract Gorge. Our volunteers help to 
rehabilitate habitat for native birds and wildlife, preserve areas which have endangered plant species and 
provide walking tracks for the general public.  

·  CVA also offers many tree planting and track construction projects across the State. 
 
South Australia  is the driest State in the driest 
inhabited continent on earth! With over 20% of South 
Australia protected in Parks and Reserves, there’s plenty 
of opportunity to spot wildlife on outback projects, or 
enjoy more urban projects in the beautiful city of Adelaide 
– programs take place across the State, and include 
outback and urban projects, depending when volunteers 
arrive. Adelaide offers the perfect opportunity for 
weekends exploring the city – try arts and culture, a day 
at the beach, or explore Adelaide’s shops and café 
culture. South Australia has a Mediterranean climate, 
with mild winters and warm dry summers. Very hot 
conditions can be experienced during summer, especially 
in the northern parts of the State, such as the Flinders 
Ranges and Outback regions. With much of these 
regions being desert, the days can be extremely hot, 
while the nights can be quite cold. 
 



Start  from CVA’s office in Adelaide.  
 
Examples of projects in South Australia include: 
 
·  Projects near the Clare Valley to document the spatial extent of the Pygmy Blue-Tongue lizard populations 

that are critically endangered. Field work entails systematic searches across entire lizard populations.  
·  Brookfield Conservation Park is managed by Conservation Volunteers Australia, and we offer regular 

projects there. The gently undulating limestone country is an ideal habitat for the Hairy-nosed Wombat, Fat-
tailed Dunnart and Red Kangaroo which share the park with prolific bird life including the rare Stone Curlew, 
Ground Cuckoo Shrikes and Australian Owlet Nightjars. Projects include gathering base data on wombat 
holes, helping to remove invasive Onion Weeds, and collecting seeds for future revegetation projects.  

·  Aroona Dam Sanctuary, Leigh Creek - volunteers have been assisting with the environmental program at 
Aroona Dam Sanctuary for more than ten years. Volunteers locate and remove the invasive Tobacco Bush 
weed, and also collect some of the more rare seed around the immediate region. This is a unique landscape 
in the Northern Flinders Ranges and is home to an assortment of wildlife, including the endangered Yellow-
footed Rock-Wallaby.  

·  CVA also offers a range of urban- and semi-urban activities to protect and restore the Adelaide environment 
and beaches. 

 
Western Australia  – Perth has more hours of 
sunshine than any other capital city in Australia, and 
Perth airport is the gateway for Conservation Volunteers 
Australia’s programs in the southern half of this great 
State. Western Australia is famous for its long days of 
sunshine, blue skies and brilliant beaches, with over 
12,000 kilometres of crystal-clear coastline. There are 
more than 70 national parks and marine parks, and 
countless State forest recreation sites, covering an area 
of more than 20 million hectares. For those seeking some 
outback experiences, our office in Broome offers projects 
throughout the dry season (May to October) when days 
are generally fine with temperatures in the vicinity of mid 
20’s to low 30’s.  Humidity levels are low and the skies 
are a deep blue that stretches out for miles, with hardly a 
cloud in the sky. 
 
Start from CVA’s offices in Perth or Broome . 
 
Examples of projects in Western Australia include: 
 
·  Shark Bay was listed as a World Heritage Property area in 1991, due to its outstanding examples of unique 

flora and fauna. Located within the Francois Peron National Park, volunteers help with a variety of 
conservation activities including, erosion control and dune restoration, removal of barriers to encourage 
wildlife movement and maintenance of the wildlife breeding pens at the Peron Captive Breeding Centre.  

·  At Swan Estuary Marine Park, volunteers assist rangers with rehabilitation of the Swan Estuary Marine Park 
and adjacent Nature Reserves at Pelican Point. These reserves are important for providing shelter, breeding 
and feeding grounds to local and migratory birds and contain remnant native vegetation in the vicinity of 
Perth city.  

·  At the City of Belmont CVA volunteers help to enhance biodiversity and provide habitat for native flora within 
Belmont. In particular, the wetland planting at Centenary Park helps to stabilise the banks of the lake, 
improve water quality, create habitat for water birds and increase biodiversity in the wetland.  

·  In Broome, our office concentrates on turtle projects, with a range of other conservation activities. 
Volunteers enjoy tracking and monitoring turtles, as well as helping protect and restore some of Western 
Australia’s great outback Parks and Reserves. 



The Northern Territory  offers volunteers the chance of projects 
in the Red Centre (Alice Springs) or the Top End (Darwin). Alice is a 
thriving town, surrounded by a red sand sea the size of Europe! 
Conservation Volunteers enables you to explore this iconic Australian 
landscape, understand the beauty of the desert and connect with the 
heart of Australia. Projects take place in outback locations as well as in 
and around Alice Springs. Darwin was founded as Australia's most 
northerly harbour port in 1869, and is the tropical capital city of the 
Northern Territory. With national parks, beaches and World Heritage 
areas within reach, projects take place in and around Darwin as well as 
in remote locations.  

 
Start  from CVA’s office in Darwin  or join a red centre project from Alice Springs  (note: Alice Springs projects 
start on set dates – please ask for details if required). 
 
Examples of projects in the Northern Territory  include 
 
·  Nhulunbuy, East Arnhem Land is the scene of this once in a lifetime Crazy Ant project (Australian Traveller 

magazine: `100 Great Things to Do in Australia You’ve Never Heard Of` #92). Volunteers help scientists 
and indigenous rangers to bait and monitor this introduced invasive ant species.  

·  Talc Head – marine debris surveys take place in a remote tropical paradise - volunteers help to survey and 
remove debris from beautiful beaches. This directly helps to protect local sea turtle nesting areas. Teams 
also assist with track clearing to the historic headland on which Stokes first surveyed Darwin.  

·  Uluru (Ayers Rock) is Australia’s best known-natural icon. Help protect this World Heritage Area through 
invasive weed removal at the Mutitjulu Waterhole. Note: projects run on specified dates only. 

 
Queensland  is known as the Sunshine State, with plenty of contrasting 
opportunities for Conservation Volunteers programs. In North Queensland, 
Townsville projects take in rainforest and beach areas, while Cairns offers 
the chance of rainforests on mountain ranges, beach and creek restoration 
projects and the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. In southern 
Queensland, the State’s capital, Brisbane , is the ideal place to join 
projects travelling to the hinterland areas of the Gold Coast and Sunshine 
Coast as well as the Southern Downs, Toowoomba and Darling Downs 
and South Burnett. 
 
Start  from CVA’s offices in Townsville , Cairns or Brisbane . 
 
Examples of projects in Queensland  include: 
 
·  St George, south west Queensland - once wide spread throughout Queensland, the Northern Hairy-Nosed 

Wombat is now one of Australia's most endangered species with only a single population of 110 individuals 
remaining in the Epping Forest National Park in central Queensland. To improve the prospects for this iconic 
Australian species, Conservation Volunteers is working establish a second population of wombats at St 
George in south east Queensland. This unique volunteer experience will involve constructing a 5km 
predator proof fence to protect the new wombat population from dingoes and foxes.  

·  Fraser Island is World Heritage-listed, and is the world’s largest sand island. It’s a place of exceptional 
beauty, with long uninterrupted white beaches flanked by coloured sand cliffs, and freshwater lakes ringed 
by white sandy beaches. CVA teams help to remove invasive weeds in National Park areas and upgrade 
walking tracks and trails. 

·  Springsure Koala Reserve - koala populations in the Springsure area have been severely impacted by 
drought, flood and fire. Volunteers help to assess the state of local koala populations and their habitats. 

·  Stuart Creek, in the Townsville region, has a unique closed canopy gallery forest. The Stuart Creek 
floodplains support rich alluvial soils that support this unusual feature. Volunteers help with mass tree 
planting in this semi-tropical environment.   


